Rahab, a Woman with a Plan
The Power of One

She’s a great example of a single woman who stood alone but accomplished much for her family. Maybe you are somewhat like her.

Are you a single woman with no man in the house?

Are you the only Christian in your family?

Are you married but your husband isn’t a Christian?

Or maybe you have an absentee husband, 

· maybe he travels a lot leaving you with most of the responsibility of the children and household. 

· maybe he’s absent emotionally and not one to share deeply with you so you feel alone even when he’s home. 

· maybe he’s a Christian but he’s just not on the same page spiritually as you are

If you are any of these, Rahab’s story will give you hope and courage to keep standing. 

1. She had discernment (Joshua 2:8-11a). She heard the news like others did.. She knew the danger that was approaching. She was not one who buried her head in the sand and refused to listen because it was too frightening.

Are you aware of the times we are in right now? Have you heard of the four blood moons happening in 2014 and 2015? The first one was in April during Passover. The second one is on Wednesday [Oct. 8]. Anytime there have been four red moons in a two-year time period that land on Jewish holidays, God brings about changes that affect the history of the world dramatically. So we should be on alert. At the same time, many Christian leaders are also predicting very hard times coming for America. 

The news alone should put us on alert with reports of ebola in West Africa, the enterovirus that brings temporary paralysis, a beheading in Oklahoma, ISIS threats around the world, and an open southern border where they say terrorists have already entered. Jesus’s description of the end times fits our times. He said it would be a time of great distress and perplexity and that “men’s hearts will fail for fear,” a phrase very close to Rahab’s “our hearts melted; neither did there remain any more courage in anyone.” Rahab knew what was coming. 

2. But she came to a different conclusion than others (Joshua 2:9, 11b). She said, “I know the Lord has given you this land…For the Lord your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth beneath.” We need to be the Rahabs in our families who say, “No matter how bad it looks, I know God and He will help us.”
3. Rahab had a plan (Joshua 2:12-13). We need to have a plan. What should we do? This is a main focus in my prayers right now, not so much about a practical plan but the spiritual preparation of my heart, so I can face the future without fear. 

4. Rahab asked big and boldly. She didn’t just ask for herself. She asked for her mother, father, brothers, sisters and all they have (possessions and children). “Deliver our lives from death.” It’s the time to ask boldly for the protection and salvation of our families (see Zephaniah 2:1-2).
Rahab’s story tells us that it just takes one to bring favor and blessing to the whole family. But there are other examples as well. These are just a few:
· Noah: Gen. 7:1—Then the LORD said to Noah, “Come into the ark, you and all your household, because I have seen that you are righteous before Me in this generation.”
· Lot: God had an escape plan for the whole family but some refused.
· Joseph to Jacob: Gen. 45:10-11— “You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near to me, you and your children, your children’s children, your flocks and your herds, and all that you have.” 

· Job 1:10— Devil to God: “Have You not made a hedge around him, around his household, and around all that he has on every side?

· New Testament (6 times)– “he believed and all his household”

· Acts 27:20— Paul & all on board a sinking ship, “Do not be afraid, Paul; you must be brought before Caesar; and indeed God has granted you all those who sail with you.” (276 were saved.)

· 2 Tim 1:16—Paul prayed blessing not just for the one who blessed him but for his whole household. “The Lord grant mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain.”

Pray boldly. Pray big. Not just for your protection and those under your roof but for all your family (and their homes and possessions), even if they are not all saved or serving the Lord. As a believer in your family (maybe the only one), God will extend blessing for all your family, if you ask. Do not underestimate the power of one.
